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IMPORTANT! The ECSA Autumn Meeting dates have been
rescheduled to 29-30 September 2014, the meetings will take place as
planned in Skopje, Macedonia. We would like to apologize for
any inconveniences this change might cause.

ECSA President stresses the importance of rights for individual creators

6 June 2014, Athens

Alfons Karabuda was invited to present the point of view of authors at the Greek
Presidency Conference "Digital Agenda for Europe: Current Regulations and Challenges
for the Future" on 6 June 2014 in Athens, Greece.
It was a good opportunity to highlight key issues faced by music authors as a result
of the digital shift. Mr Karabuda explained that over 300 online service providers
are active in the EU today with a digitized catalogue of 13 million tracks. These
service providers were able to emerge in a European context where authors’ rights
are taken seriously. He further clarified that on the other hand, authors have not
yet reached their shared goal of seeing a significant re-aggregation of repertoire,
and therefore are probably not making the best of the opportunities offered by the
online

environment.

He then called on policy-makers to be vigilant regarding the conditions faced by
music writers in the future. "If you care about those at the heart of the creative
industry, let us make sure we have the right framework in place, a framework that
will make authors thrive, the value chain thrive, and the European economy thrive".
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Results of the petition “say yes to culture in Europe with creators, and no to the dismantling
of
their
rights”
Over 29 000 creators, artists and citizens from 106 countries have signed the petition, which calls
on Europe to make culture a priority, and to give culture its true place at the heart of the European
economy. The conclusions of the Creators for Europe initiative have been handed to the European
Commission representatives by ECSA.
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